
ACEC Illinois Participates in National ConferenceACEC Illinois Participates in National Conference

ACEC Illinois Board Chair Linda Moen and National Director
Steve Donahue participated in the ACEC National
Conference in Austin, TX in October. During the Board
meeting, Moen and Donahue urged support for an
aggressive advocacy effort with Congress to provide a fix to
the current harmful R&D amortization schedule.  

The conference also provided updates on the current
political climate in the Capitol as well as updates on the
utilization of AI in the A/E/C industry sector. Over 20 ACEC
Illinois members attended the national conference.

Carrato Honored at ACEC National ConferenceCarrato Honored at ACEC National Conference

The American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC)
has presented the 2023 Chair Emeritus Award to John
Carrato, PE, SE, past President, CEO and Chairman of the
Board at Benesch. This highly prestigious award is given each
year to individuals who have provided exceptional service
and value to ACEC.

John’s commitment to the organization spans many years.
He served as the inaugural Chair of the ACEC Research

Institute and currently serves as Past Chair. The vision of the Institute is to be the leading
source of knowledge and thought leadership for creating a more sustainable, safe, secure
and technically advanced built environment.

In addition to his work with the Institute, he has served ACEC in a variety of ways including as
Vice Chair on the ACEC Executive Committee, and as President and National Director for

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAk1JlV1Lbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWc1PLne1SM
https://www.holmesmurphy.com/
https://youtu.be/4bUK0T1Gmrg
https://www.aceclifehealthtrust.com/get-a-quote
http://www.acecrt.com/
https://vimeo.com/672523363


ACEC-Illinois. Additionally, he has served on numerous state and national committees and is
an ACEC Fellow.

Illinois Engineer
Named Young

Professional of the
Year  

Ryan Delves, P.E., PMP, CFM – Stanley Consultants, was recognized at the National level as
one of the 2023 Young Professionals of the Year. He was awarded at the 2023 ACEC Illinois
Fall Conference Awards Luncheon in Austin, TX.

ACEC Launches National Effort to Fix R&DACEC Launches National Effort to Fix R&D



ACEC is moving full speed ahead with a campaign to fix the 5-year R&D amortization
mandate, launching a new advocacy campaign to enable members to contact their
representatives in Washington and share their stories on why this misguided and short-sighted
policy must be repealed. 
 
The cornerstone of this effort is a new television ad that will run on CNN, MSNBC, and FOX
News nationally, and then concentrate among decision makers in Washington, DC. ACEC
bringing the noise of democracy directly into the living rooms and offices of decisionmakers,
making the case that R&D amortization is a punitive policy imposing an onerous burden on
the innovators who drive our nation’s economy forward. 

Check out our new Engineer InnovationEngineer Innovation website, where you can directly link to your
Members of Congress, view testimonials from our Member Firms, and see our TV ad or click
the picture below to see the ad. 

 Mayor Johnson Releases City ofMayor Johnson Releases City of
Chicago Budget ProposalChicago Budget Proposal
Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson released his 2024 Budget
Overview last month. Johnson’s budget reflects a strong
commitment to rebuilding the city’s infrastructure as there
are significant increases for CDOT, Aviation and Water
Management. CDOT would see its budget increase from

$665,107,182 in 2023 to $1,480,240,225 in 2024. Engineering services would nearly triple under
the proposed budget, increasing from $444 million to $1.165 billion.
 
CDA spending would increase from $1.15 billion to $1.42 billion. The Department of Water
Management budget also increases from $384,430,460 to $397,830,838 next year. Overall,Overall,
total infrastructure spending for the City of Chicago would increase from $2.5 billion to $3.6total infrastructure spending for the City of Chicago would increase from $2.5 billion to $3.6
billion in 2024 under the proposed budget.billion in 2024 under the proposed budget.

Join fellow ACEC IL members at the SOS Children's VillagesSOS Children's Villages
IllinoisIllinois   Evening of Hope 2023Evening of Hope 2023 on Thursday, November 30,
2023, at the IUOE Local 399, 2260 S. Grove Avenue, Chicago,
IL 60616. The VIP reception begins at 5:00 PM and the main
event is from 6:00-10:00 PM.

Proceeds will support the youth in foster care at SOS Illinois to
ensure that they have the best chance for a bright
future. Download the invitation flyerDownload the invitation flyer. Visit the event websiteVisit the event website
on Givesmarton Givesmart for more information and tickets.

https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VWSHmj3r2JKdW7_h46Q1V_YgGW2v98dD55j42TN3hBC6l3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3mrW23VB7J1RrQ0sW21JFkC1BvlDLW81M7fK7hHgZCTkxnG7B4hGjW90Qhqs4RTV8fVRPKnN7-_KTPW952lJV2cvkgLW2sgm337jZxhGN5QgC73yQt7QN13hsg7h_xnkW18QRWK5h2WNrW2TgkWP5z6MsXW4-zfdx8NKfd2W2w8h_w60NbDGW6-wPJV1t3z_bN8TKK054yDVhVGLhYP8bP2sFW7C8l_g8cXzVyVKz1Fm36R9JqW411By_1cWV_2W1WTGZt3CnjF6W2YZkHG2kMv6JW2_TxPS8vtkF7VXDgSY2dJytgf1rrRCs04
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00189TXgbY_qGkJIVhvmOeFpTYySesTQp7kDG_pfY6s5QohDRVNb2xRJp6yhfqQwK75K3UJGrGMxFeJUiiZwWmg2UVWnZ4baxMVDbEG4q7TDnR0qpKifrcK3vxcHGAHcq-i56JNJhoN_n99ITezEQ-mTA==&c=6zjtWeGOMYFD4RhRG1crWsP_VWfhS0TE2HGnBZh9ls4rgy6kYj6G4Q==&ch=few2ir6PLbrp-ufgLte0RSMUS_xtDh0L7oAbgMmvqWRtQJRCSKP9uQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00189TXgbY_qGkJIVhvmOeFpTYySesTQp7kDG_pfY6s5QohDRVNb2xRJg-Nh_trYwrMRO5GonmTz9k4T-HpyIP8BKzAefNyEJxBhW7TefU8Az4FDaPJAuFhuZTP2ZOc94f-Grl7xgYGXxGOsNjCfnCRRVZTBqMJuIHT&c=6zjtWeGOMYFD4RhRG1crWsP_VWfhS0TE2HGnBZh9ls4rgy6kYj6G4Q==&ch=few2ir6PLbrp-ufgLte0RSMUS_xtDh0L7oAbgMmvqWRtQJRCSKP9uQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00189TXgbY_qGkJIVhvmOeFpTYySesTQp7kDG_pfY6s5QohDRVNb2xRJg-Nh_trYwrMR9l_8NaIvkkoTHw-mN4qt_rzScvi_dj1LEDAt83DXJB2P8s_kdZ_bPphAxEHb0H5ENgihVmOCB1KvRpFSVaZssfPYT5USSi_Mv8x2fR1AU3IYeBM68RNPjBVC7CYHKswBqEIdJ8K5EehS2wGle60OI7Y_fcG2F7gQbFU_1nTXC9agA7SbBCYQg==&c=6zjtWeGOMYFD4RhRG1crWsP_VWfhS0TE2HGnBZh9ls4rgy6kYj6G4Q==&ch=few2ir6PLbrp-ufgLte0RSMUS_xtDh0L7oAbgMmvqWRtQJRCSKP9uQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00189TXgbY_qGkJIVhvmOeFpTYySesTQp7kDG_pfY6s5QohDRVNb2xRJg-Nh_trYwrMtmHA6YybBJsBNxdMDhBI1h3tj5PzVqMiXD2Es1_oI2pP-uGyTn5pFQKfqiYsM-UW5MfoL0zfFjjWABT_r01YZFsTf-rELaUHZH3JXY5TVj4=&c=6zjtWeGOMYFD4RhRG1crWsP_VWfhS0TE2HGnBZh9ls4rgy6kYj6G4Q==&ch=few2ir6PLbrp-ufgLte0RSMUS_xtDh0L7oAbgMmvqWRtQJRCSKP9uQ==


Thanks,
Kevin Artl
President and CEO
American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois

"Engineering Works" Podcast"Engineering Works" Podcast

ACEC-IL's new podcast "Engineering
Works" interviews Chuck Stenzel, Senior
Vice President of TranSystems.  Chuck

discusses the Circle Interchange project, its
focus on reuniting communities, and how it
tackled one of the worst bottlenecks in the

country. 

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

https://shows.acast.com/engineering-works




REGISTER HEREREGISTER HERE

https://acecil.webex.com/weblink/register/r245d2f9c4aafe19cc615e2a49722b015


DETAILS HEREDETAILS HERE

https://www.acecil.org/awards/engineering-excellence-awards-winners/


WEBINAR HEREWEBINAR HERE

https://acecil.webex.com/acecil/j.php?MTID=m0934a1424a3e7a1c412c81b314c6a4d9


REGISTER HEREREGISTER HERE

https://cvent.me/xdbBxR


DETAILS HEREDETAILS HERE

https://www.acecil.org/awards/


















emily@acecil.org

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 

Click Here: Committee Meeting Schedule (acecil.org)

Please contact Emily Martinez, Director of Membership,
for committee meeting details: emily@acecil.org

Stephen Sichmeller Joins Horner & Shifrin as
Assistant Regional Manager – Transportation

Stephen Sichmeller, PE has joined Horner & Shifrin as Assistant Regional Manager
responsible for leading Transportation efforts in Arkansas. Stephen has more than 12
years of experience in transportation engineering design, with an emphasis on roadway
infrastructure. He has spent the last 12 years at Arkansas Department of Transportation
(ArDOT), most recently as Assistant Division Head of Roadway Design for Northwest

mailto:emily@acecil.org
https://www.acecil.org/Committees/committee-meeting-schedule/
mailto:emily@acecil.org


Arkansas.

Stephen is a Professional Engineer registered in the State of Arkansas. He earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Arkansas. He
currently serves as President of the Institute of Transportation Engineers Arkansas
Section (ARITE). In 2022, Stephen was recognized with the ArDOT Director’s Diamond
Award for Outstanding Public Service. Stephen has broad experience in the supervision,
planning, design and construction of highways including evaluation of design activities,
review of construction plans and permit applications, and coordination of design projects.

“Horner & Shifrin welcomes Stephen to our Transportation team,” said Jarrett Jasper,
Senior Vice President, Business Unit Leader – Transportation. “Stephen’s first-hand
knowledge of roadway design, specifically in the Arkansas region, strengthens our
team’s ability to deliver high-quality designs to our partners throughout the region. His
expertise and experience will help H&S grow our operations in Northwest Arkansas and
beyond.”

MORE INFORMATIONMORE INFORMATION



Ciorba Group is pleased to welcome Nicole Fayant, P.E., as our new Roadway Project
Manager. Nicole brings over 18 years of experience in transportation engineering and
project delivery. She has extensive expertise in all phases of roadway projects including
preliminary engineering, final design, construction engineering, and contract
administration. Previously, Nicole served as Project Engineer for the Illinois Department
of Transportation's District Four office where she successfully managed major
reconstruction projects, leading multi-disciplinary teams to deliver results on time and
budget. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Bradley University and
is a licensed Professional Engineer in Illinois. In her new role, Nicole will utilize her
strong technical background and management skills honed at IDOT to lead our new
Peoria office. Her proven track record with complex state highway projects and
collaborating with regional stakeholders will be invaluable as we expand our
transportation design capabilities. We are delighted to have Nicole join our team and
lead this strategic growth initiative.

ACEC Business Insurance Trust Webinars

Artificial Intelligence in Design &
Construction

Progressive Design Build




Webinar HereWebinar Here Webinar HereWebinar Here

Exploring ACEC's New
Technology Committee

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

https://epicbrokers.zoom.us/rec/share/oee74X0GcNym7avNOFA3VkpkBwrZck7KqMtEXhLuF0Bko31S89gp_CiAuMC4zExI.QgpAPmZtHy_sPTOF?startTime=1694635193000
https://epicbrokers.zoom.us/rec/share/PgxcIxlqUOAxCai2zvDzPcUv368jX_xEMaCJvbwk6d1SlwaYSPFnq2kZig05ALQx.ccmjf9sxhx941K0P?startTime=1694714388000
https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-pt4g5-14912b3


Full MagazineFull Magazine
HereHere

 

Student &
Teacher

Resources

https://read.nxtbook.com/acec/engineering_inc/issue_three_2023/index.html
https://www.acecil.org/acec-students/


When students dream big about their careers, engineering may not be the first thing
that pops to mind. But maybe it should be. The fact is, there is unlimited opportunity

and variety within the engineering field itself, allowing students to follow their
passions, land that dream job and make a difference in the world. And engineers are in

demand, providing endless options to build their future.
This initiative was launched to help Illinois students see themselves in the engineering

field. It is part of a larger effort by the Illinois Department of Transportation to
educate and hire engineers in the face of a national shortage. From introducing

individual disciplines, to discussing job satisfaction, opportunities and compensation,
this web page is intended as a resource for students and educators to explore all that

is possible with a career in engineering.
Engineering may not be the first job students think of, but a career in the field might

just become a dream come true.

 

HEREHERE

https://www.acecil.org/Resources/photo-galleries/


SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:
Please submit firm update & news articles by the 15th of

each month to: bethany@acecil.orgbethany@acecil.org
Articles and updates will be included in the membership

newsletter, posted on our website, and shared through our
social media feeds.

Website: www.acecil.orgwww.acecil.org

ACEC-Illinois | 5221 S 6th Street Road, Suite 120, Springfield, IL 62703

Unsubscribe info@acecil.org
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Notice
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mailto:info@acecil.org
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